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U.S. Group Reaches Deal to Provide Laptops to All Libyan Schoolchildren

By JOHN MARKOFF

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 10 — The
government of Libya reached an
apreement on Tuesday with One
Laptop Per Child, a nonprofit United
States group developing an inexpen-
sive, educational laptep computer,

less-connected laptop that will cost
about $100 after the machines go into
mass production next year.

To date, Mr. Negroponte, the
brother of the United States intelli-
gence director, John D Negroponte,
has reached tentative purchase
with Brazil, Argentina,

with the goal of supplying
to all 1.2 million Libyan schoolchil-
dren hy June 208,

The project, which is intended to
supply computers broadly to chil-
dren in developing nations, was con-
ceived in 2005 by a computer re-
searcher at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, Nicholas Negro- »
ponte. His goal is to design a wire-
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Nichaolas Negroponte wants to
provide inexpensive laptops ta
children in developing nations.

Nigeria and Thalland, and has struck
a manufacturing deal with Quanta
Compuler Inc, a Taiwanese comput-
er maker.

Mr. Negroponte, who was in Trip-
oli this week to meet with Libyan of-
Ticials, said he discussed the project
extensively with the Libyan leader,
Col. Muammar el-Qaddafi, in Au-
gust

“When I met with Qaddafi, it had
all the mysiique and trimmings ex-
pected: middle of the desert, in a
tent, 50 degrees C. etc,” Mr. Negro-
ponte, who was traveling to Asla on
Tuesday, wrote in an e-mail mes-
sage. "It ok him very little timé to
find O.L.P.C. appealing as an idea.”

The idea appealed to the Libyan
leader, according to Mr. Negroponte,
betause it fit into his political agenda
of creating a more open Libya and
becoming an African leader. The two
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" Libya has ordered 1.2 million of the laptops being produced by One

Laptop Per Child, wireless models that will cost about $100 each.

men also d the v ol
Libya's financing the purchase of
laptops for a group of poorer African
nations like Chad, Niger and Rwan-
da.

It is pessible, Mr. Negroponte said,
that Libya will become the first na-
tlon in the world where all school-age
children are connected to the In-
ternet through educational comput-
ers. “The LS. and Singapore are not
even close,” he said.

To date, One Laptop Per Child has
received mixed support from the

American computer industry, Test
units currently use a low-power
microprocessor manufactured by
Advanced Micro Devices. However,
both Intel and Microsoft have been
publicly skeptical about the idea and
have proposed competing low-cost
educational computer projects. At
the World Economie Forum in Da-
vos, Switzerland, in January, Bill
Gates, Microseft's chalrman, sug-
gested that the next generation of

celiphones might be a better way to
reach across the so-called digital di-
vide,

The idea of a laplop for every
schonlchild grew out of Mr. Negro-
ponte's experience in giving children
Internet-connected laptops in rural
Cambodia. He said the first English
word out of the mouths of the Camho-
dian students was “Google."

Discussions between the One Lag-
top project and the Libyan govern-
ment began as part of work being
done by the Monitor Group, aq in-
ternational consulting firm co-fotnd-
ed by the economist Michael E. Por-
ter, It is now helping the Libyans de-
velop a national econemic plan.

Diplomatic relations between the
United States and Libya have
warmed recently, since Tripoli set-
tled the Pan Am 103 bombing case
and agreed to rensunce its pursuit of
nuclear weapens. Washington lifted
a trade embargo two yeurs ago, and
the State Department rescinded Lib-
va's designation as a state sponsor of
terrorism last June.

For Its $250 million investment,
Libya will receive 1.2 million com-
pulers, one server per school, a team
of technical advisers to help ser up
the system, satellite internet service
and other infrastructure,

The lirst test models will be dis-
tributed to the five participating
countries companics at the end of
this November, according to Me
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Mr. Negroponte said re-
fused to sell fts Windows software to
the project at a price that would
mike it possible o include in his sys-
tem. As a result, his laptops will
come with the frecly available Linug
operating system, which is becoming
Inereasingly popular in the develop-
ing world.

BT , and mass §
planned for June or July of 2007,

The computers come with a wire
less connection, a built-in video cam-
era, an eight-hour battery and a hand
crank for recharging batteries. They
will initially be priced below $150,
and the price is expected (o decline
when they are manufactured in large
numbers,



